It has been usual to attribute the fatal termination of extensive though superficial burns and scalds to the effects of " shock," which u, to say the least, a somewhat vague expression. Dr. Silbermann in a contribution to Virchow's Archives refers it to the changes morphological and vital produced in the blood corpuscles, which, together with', the debris of broken up corpuscles and discs cause thrombi and blood stasis in various organs and tissues as the lungs, liver, kidneys, the walls of the alimentary canal, the brain, and the subcutaneous connective tissue, but most numerous jn the lungs. The vascular obstructions and stasis in the pulmonary arteries, lead to general venous stasis with distension of the right ventricle and on the other hand marked arterial anaemia ; and as a consequence internal haemorrhage, abscesses and parenchymatous changes in the several organs.
